
Now in its 16th edition, ArtReview’s annual Power 100 is the authoritative 
ranking of the most influential people in the international contemporary 
art world. The list is compiled by the magazine in consultation with a 
20-person panel of writers, artists, curators and critics. Their decisions are 
picked up in media outlets around the globe, including the BBC, Le Figaro, 
Die Welt, The Guardian, The Times, Financial Times, The Independent, The Wall 
Street Journal, Los Angeles Times, China Business News, Moscow Times and The Art 
Newspaper, as well as art and culture blogs worldwide.

Figures such as Hans Ulrich Obrist, Iwan and Manuela Wirth, David 
Zwirner, Eli and Edythe Broad, Maja Hoffmann and Jay Jopling regularly 
appear along with newcomers such as Chinese private museum owners 
Wang Wei and Liu Yiqian, who featured on the list for the first time in 2016.



3 winners

Hans Ulrich Obrist 
2016   

 
Artistic director of London’s Serpentine Galleries 

and instigator or global, networked projects, 
supercurator Obrist is famous for ignoring tradi-

tional constraints of both time and geographic 
place. Mobile and transferrable, Obrist’s projects 

are generally centred on the personalities that 
nowadays constitute what we generally refer to as 
the ‘artworld’. Within all that, Obrist has become a 
celebrity both inside and outside the world of art.

Iwan & Manuela Wirth 
2015   

 
Major gallerists with spaces in Zürich, London, 

New York, Los Angeles and Somerset, the Wirths 
take a museumlike approach to the presentation 

of their artists, staging historic shows across a 
network of spaces and in the process providing 
collectors with artistic, social and educational 

offerings that make Hauser & Wirth something 
of a one-stop shop for the artworld’s elite buyers. 

As such, theirs has become the model for the 
largescale contemporary gallery business.  

Nicholas Serota 
2014   

 
 Near the very pinnacle of the Power 100 for the 
past 15 years, Sir Nicholas, director of Tate until 

his retirement in 2017, gained the no 1 spot in 2014 
in recognition of Tate’s dominant position in the 

Western contemporary art system, from record 
visitor numbers at Tate Modern (greater than both 
MoMA and Centre Pompidou) to an international 

network of global acquisitions committees and 
internationally active curatorial teams, which 
together have provided the museum with an 

outsize sphere of influence.  



Press reaction

A list of the most powerful people in 
the art world, the Power 100 presents  

a comprehensive insight into who 
really controls the production and 

sale of art on a global scale. Now in its 
third year, the list is fast becoming  

a key event on the art-world calendar, 
eagerly anticipated by industry 

insiders and commentators alike 

e-flux, 2004

The ArtReview Power 100, published 
each year in the November issue of 
ArtReview magazine, is a compre-

hensive listing of the artworld’s most 
powerful figures 

Huffington Post, 2013

This eagerly awaited list has come to 
define the early 21st century economics 

of taste that determine what art we 
see, where and how we see it, whether 
we like it and how much we pay for it

Financial Times, 2005

The prestigious magazine  
of contemporary art publishes  

its annual Power 100

La Stampa, 2013

Chosen by 20 anonymous inter-
national experts appointed by the 

weighty London-based magazine, the 
ArtReview Power 100 gives the outside 

world an inside track on the latest 
trends of the contemporary art world

The New York Times, 2016

The “ArtReview Power 100” list brings 
together the most powerful in the 
international art world every year

Die Welt, 2016



Top 10 from 2016

2 
Adam Szymczyk

7 
Hito Steyerl

1
Hans Ulrich 

Obrist

6 
Larry Gagosian

3 
Iwan & Manuela 

Wirth

8 
Adam  

D. Weinberg

4 
David Zwirner

9 
Wolfgang 
Tillmans

5 
Nicholas Serota 

& Frances 
Morris

10 
Ai Weiwei


